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that they will refuse to rejoin service, until the Government have
fully and frankly apologized, and refunded to the parties concerned
the monies paid for the repatriation of the coolies*

MISCHIEVOUS ASSIDUITY

There is a District Propaganda Committee at Barisal, which
certainly deserves credit, if mere assidtiity is any passport to
credit. Experience, however, shows, that assiduity, when it is mis-
chievous, commands not credit, but incurs discredit. Such, it
seems to me, is the activity of the District Propaganda Committee of
Barisal. It is avowedly against non-co-operation. When we reach-
ed Barisal, a registered letter was delivered to me containing certain
questions for me to answer at the public meeting, that was to be
addressed by Maulana Mahomed Ali and me. The questions
were printed. They were delivered to me personally by hand
also. I answered every one of the questions folly. The next day,
to my surprise, I had a report of the answers presented to me for
correction. The report was a caricature of my answers. Then
followed a messenger, who handed me another batch of papers for
reading and explaining. And yet up to today I do not know the
author of these communications* They were all unsigned. I have
never known such irresponsibility on the part of a public body. I
was informed that the work was all done by Government officials,
and therefore, at public expense. I missed in all this attention shown
to me the slightest desire for enlightenment or attempt to convince
me of my error. It would have been something, if the Committee
had invited me and my companions to a discussion. It would have
been still better, if being a public body it had taken advantage of
our presence to bring the parties together. The only thing I dis-
covered in this assiduous attention was an unholy desire to dis-
credit the work of local non-co-operators. I read this activity in
the light of what I have seen during my Bengal tour. There seems
to me to be wilful and malicious misrepresentation of non-co-opera-
tion and non-co-operators. I find misrepresentation of my views*
Sentences are torn from my speeches and distorted. The latest is
the exploiting of the interview I had the privilege of having with
the Poet* Fanciful and unauthorized reports have appeared in the
Press. Whilst there was nothing secret about it, the interview has
been considered to be a secret. It almost appears to be an at-
tempt to divide us. But it must fail. The Poet is too great to
be touched. Non-co-operators must resolutely refuse to believe
anything that is imputed to him. There are differences of opinion
between us. They do not affect my regard for the Poet in any